Michael Bloom

I use self direction on the New Directions Waiver.  It feels good to be in control of my life.  I feel extremely powerful.  Self Direction makes me feel independent and free.  
I was in 2 group homes.  Self Direction is better, because in group homes I had no choice where I lived or who I lived with or the staff.  Now I have those choices.
I pick my staff, we advertise for them, interview them.  I train them and if I don’t like them I fire them.  I have very good relationships with staff they work well with me.  They take me places, and help me stay active walking and having fun.  It’s good to be the boss of my staff.
My staff helps me find jobs so I don’t go to day programs at all anymore.  I work on Community Connections and get paid.  Now as an advocate I talk to other people about the New Directions Waiver and about what it means to use New Directions.  

I am in charge of my budget, it is the best thing that ever happened to me.  I am able to have my own place.  In group homes I did not know anything about my budget.  Now I sign paychecks, I sign for things we purchase for the house.  Medsource cuts my payroll checks and pays my other bills as I tell them too.

I can go back to school if I want, I never had that chance under my other services.  I was not a happy person in group homes.

I feel free and good now.
